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is it possible or legitimate to isolate a single people and treat
it as a unique phenomenon in history, as a flower that
bloomed solitary in some divine or magic garden, without
striking roots in the common earth, without breathing the
common air, without expanding in the common sunshine.
Of this truth, which is fast becoming a truism, Professor
Nilsson is well aware, and he has amply proved it in his
writings. He has given us a popular, but scientific, sketch
of primitive religion 1 which shows that he has thoroughly
mastered the method and principles of the modern science
of comparative religion in its widest application to the be-
ginnings of man's religious consciousness. Again, having
undertaken to write on the religious element in the ancient
Greek calendar, he quickly perceived that he could not treat
of it successfully without first studying the calendars of
primitive peoples all the world over ; and he has published
the results of his inquiries in a book,2 of which it is saying
little to say that it is incomparably the most complete and
valuable treatise hitherto written on the subject. Among the
fruits of his researches in this wide but neglected field are a
memoir on the origin and religious significance of the Greek
calendar,3 and another on the history of Christmas.4 In
addition, Professor Nilsson has contributed many articles on
various points of Greek religious antiquities to a number of
learned journals. In the interest of Greek scholarship it is
much to be desired that these scattered writings should be
collected and published in a form in which they would be
more accessible to students.
In the present work Professor Nilsson has traced in outline,
but with the sure touch of a master, the history of ancient
Greek religion from the cradle to the grave, if, indeed, we
can speak of the grave of a religion which, as the author
points out, survives in certain primitive forms under all the
1  Primitiv   Religion   (H.   Geber,        3 Die   Entstehung   und   religiose
Stockholm, and edition, 1923;   Ger-     Bedeutung des griechischen Kalenders
man   translation,   J.   C.   B.   Mohr,     (Lunds Universitets Arsskrift, N.F.,
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2  Primitive  Time-reckoning (Acta     Gleerup, Lund, 1918.
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